PARLIAMENT IN WARTIME

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AT THE

OPENING OF A NEW SESSION

NOVEMBER 21, 1940

November 14.   Great all-night 'air raid on Coventry, 250 people being
killed and 800 injured.
R.A.F. raided Berlin.
Molotov returned to Moscow.
November 15.   Seven hospitals and Jive convents hit in severe raid on

London.

November 20.   The King opened a new session of Parliament and
said:  " / am confident that victory is assured."

[November 21, 1940.
EVEN in times of the bitterest political controversy and party
strife it has always been customary for all parties to listen
with appreciation to the speeches of the Mover and the Seconder
of the Address, and even when sometimes the circumstances have
not'entirely sustained the compliments which were paid, those
compliments have not been denied. But to-day I am sure that all
the compliments which were paid were not only sincere but were
well deserved* We were very glad indeed to hear my hon. and
gallant Friend the Member for North St. Pancras (Squadron-Leader
Grant-Ferris) and I think it is gratifying to the House that one of
our fighter-pilots who has taken part in severe actions, and will be
engaged again, should be able to take his place here to-day and
discharge his Parliamentary duties. I entirely agree with what has
been said about the desirability of Members of Parliament serving
not only in the military forces but in all other forms of warfare, and
discharging their Parliamentary duties at the same time or in
alternation. No doubt difficulties arise, but I think they are well
covered, and that the good sense of the House and of hon. Members
will enable these dual and occasionally conflicting functions to be
discharged.
In bygone days the House of Commons not only struggled for
political power, but it did conduct a very great part of the business
and activities of the country. Hoa. Members led troops and